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Youne GuxnTLEMEN, 
Ar WHOSE | 


Defir this Diſcourſe i 13 publiſhed. 1 


GENTLEM EN, 


LORE O U will bear me Teſti- 
| mony, that it is at Your 
Requeſt the following 
Sermon is printed. It 
was intended only for the pri vate 
Service of the Day, in Purſuance 
of our annual Cuſtom. Private I 
may call it, in Compariſon of the 


Manner in which it now appears. 
The Slightneſs of its Dreſs, may 


be a ſufficient Evidence, that it 


never defi ign d to make its Appear- 
- ance but in the Pulpit to an Audi- 

tory, on whoſe Indulgence and 
Candor it depended. And it is 


not without a modeſt Blaſh, that 


it is unexpectedly drawn into ſo 4 
— an Expoſition. 43 


The Nature of 8 the Subject, : 
makes me conclude, that the pre- 
vailing Motive of Your Deſire, 
muſt have been an Approbation of 
Religion and Virtue, recommended 


to us on all Accounts, and parti- 


cularly enforc'd by the Condition 


of human Exiſtence in the preſent 
Life. As the Argument, in what 


Variety of Lights ſoever plac d, 


infinitely ſtrong, and of univerſal 
Concern, it will be a Pleaſure to 


me, if you look upon this ſmall 


Eſſay, in which you have taken, as 
it were, a Property to Vourſelves, 
with ſo much Acceptance, as to be 
a Means of ſupporting the ſame 


good Principle and Diſpoſition 
throughout Your whole Conduct. 


7 all 
GENTLEMEN, 
Tour moſt Obedient 
Humble Ser va 2 


W. RIchARUs. 


NUMB. x: 29. 


And Moſes aid unto Hohab, the Son of Raguet 
_ the Midianite, Moſes's Father-in-Law, Ve 


are journeying unto the Place of which the 
Lord faid, I will give it yon: Come thou 


with us, and we will do thee Good, for the 


Lord __ «I Good GY _— 


uſe of a Text of Scripture, as I 


ſach a Liberty with, without any Prejudice to 


the ſacred Author, or miſrepreſenting any Doc» _ 
trine of Religion, or ſupporting it by a miſ-—- 

_ Interpretation: Where that is the Caſe, 
en B where = 


AM ſenſible it may | Rand in | 
| Need of ſome Apology to make 


ez now intend to do, in a Senſe dif- 
es, from the original and immediate Senſe 
of the Words and the Writer themſelves. But 
I think this is ſuch a Text as one may take 


2 os 


. 


where: a Text of Scripture is alledg/d and 


pleaded as the direct Proof of any Doctrine, 
or Duty, there the Application ought to be 


very exact, and the Words of the ſacred Ori- 


ginal confin'd to their true Senſe alone, and the 


Occaſion on which they were ſpoke, and not 
ſtrain'd or diverted to any other Uſe: And in 
all Caſes of that Kind, I hold it my Duty to 
be as accurate and juſt as poſſible to the origi- 


nal Senſe, Subject and Argument. And in 


Opinions and Schemes liable to be differently 
judg'd of by different Interpretations of Scrip- 


ture, 1 deſire neither to be peremptory on one 
Side or the other, where I ſee the Judgments 


of wiſe and good Men to differ, and a Ground 
of Doubt ariſing to my own Mind, from the 
Difficulty of the Thing itſelf, or from- the Am- 


biguity of the Words of Scripture, as applied 


to our modern Controverſies, - and to judge 


and ſpeak with Candor and Charity of -the 


Difference itſelf, and of all the Parties or De- 
nominations of Chriſtians, who ſincerely differ 


from each other, 


The Application I propoſe to make of the 
: Words of the Text, will have no Tendency 
to ſupport any controverted Doctrine, or Duty 


of 3 nor, I apprehend, will it be very 
| 
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fanciful affected, or far- fetch'd. They ap- 

pear to me, Words, although ſpoken, I allow, 
on a different Occaſion, very expreſſive and fit 
to be borrow*d, to communicate fome Ideas 


that I think concern all Mankind, and may: 
uſefully become the Subject of our Conſidera- 


tion at this Time. 


- 


They a are indeed, in their true Senſe, no 
more than an Account of Mo/es's Requeſt to a 
Kinſman of his, to accompany him, and his 
People, through their whole M arches in- the 
Wilderneſs to the Promiſed Land ; and, as it 
ſeems to appear aiterwards, by Moſes's farther 
Intreaty and Propoſal, to ſettle there with them: 
For when Hobab inclin'd not to comply, but 
declar'd his Reſolution rather to return to his 
own Land, and to his Kindred, My yes preſſes 
his Requeſt again, and adds, Leave us not, I 
pray ;bee, for thou knoweſt how doe are 10 encamp 
in the Wilderneſs, and theu mayeſt be to us inſtead 
of Eyes ; that is, an able and experienc'd Guide 
to direct us in Places with which we are not ac- 
quainted, And it ſhall be, if thou go with ug, 
ea, it ſhall be that what Goodneſs the Lord 
fall do unto us, the ſame will we do unto thee, 


© IRE 


ts 


I have no further Uſe at preſent to make of 
this Piece of Hiſtory, or of the primitive na» 


tural Senſe and Intention of Moſes in this Re- 


queſt, but only to borrow his Words, as they 
may, in a moral and figurative Senſe, repre- 


ſent the Nature of human Life, and particu- 


larly of the Life of good Men; We are 
 journeying, &c. as they may be ſuppos'd to 


expreſs. an Invitation to others to accompany 
them, come thou with us, and the Ground of 
Encouragement from the Advantages and 
Proſpects in View: And wwe will do thee Good, 
for tbe Lord path Holen Good ee TO 5 


I may, I think, borrow the Words to con- 
vey theſe moral Ideas with the leſs Violence, 
becauſe the Sojournings of Abrabam, and his 
Seed, have been often conſider'd by good Wri- 
ters, and even by the ſacred Writers them- 


ſelves, as an Emblem of the State of all Men: 


in the preſent Life z and Canaan, the Place 
which God had ſaid he would © give it them, as 
an Emblem of the final Habitation and future 
Happineſs of good Men, _ their Pilgri- 
mages here. 


In this borrow*d and metaphorical Conftruc- 


tion then, the Words will ** expreſs 
theſe 


#6 
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theſe three Things, which are ether wild bile: 


upon Truth and Reafon in themſelves, upon 
which I ſhall diſcourſe, | 


I. The Notion at View of human Lite, 
and more particularly of the Life of good 
Men, a Life of Faith and Religion: Ve are 
Journeying to the Place, of which the Lord 2 
T will give it you. 


II. An Invitation'to accompany ſuch as aft | 
upon theſe Principles ; Come thou with us. 


III. The Ground of Encouragement, from 
the Advantages and Proſpects attending it: Aud 
we will do thee'Good, for the Lord bath "oy 
Goo concerning Iſrael. 


E A Neben View of hüben Lid ads 
more particularly of the Life of good Men: 
* are journeying unto the Place, &c. 


The Similitude between Life and a Journey 
is ſo obvious and plain, that it occurs in almoſt 
all Writers, and all Languages, and muſt ſeem 
very proper to the experimental Ideas of every 
Man that lives. Hence ſeveral Terms, literally 5 
1 to a — are almoſt impercepft- 

ibi 7 


0%) 

ibly applied to the Life of Man, as the Path, 

the Way, the Courſe of Life. Walking and Li- 
ving, are frequently equivalent Terms, and 
mean the ſame Thing : By ſome ſmall Varia- 
tions in the ſame Alluſion, the State uf Man 
in the World is a Pilgrimage, and Life is the 

Race ſet before us. 5 | | 


The-Life of Man is a Motion and Progreſ- 
fon forwards through new Scenes and ſucceſſive . 
Stages of Being, from Infancy and Childhood 
to Youth, from Youth to Manhood, from 
Manhood to Age and Death ; we travel thro' 
Days and Nights, thro' Months and ears; we 
go with the Stream of Time, as that carries us 
along from our firſt Embarking to our Land- 
ing on the further Shore: We never reſt no 
more than Time it{clf, but proceed with equal 
and uninterrupted Speed. When the Sun ſtqod 
ſtill in Gibeon, in the Days of Joſbua, neither 
the Life of 7o/faua, nor of any other Man, ſtood 
- ſtill even for that ſhort Time, nor gain'd any 
Prolongation, When the Shadow of the De- 
' grees went down upon the Dial, of Abaz ten 
Degrees backward, the Life of Man did not 
retreat with it, and gain even ſo much as that, 
but went ſtill on in the ſame Courſe towards its 
End. God indeed added to the Days of Heze- 
Lib 


ER. 
kiah then fifteen Years, as he may be ſaid to do 
in the ordinary Courſe of his Providence, when 
we recover from Sickneſs, and are brought 
back again from the Gates of the Grave: But 
this makes no Change in the Idea of human 
8 Life as a Journey; this Idea is common to the 
3 | Lives of all Men alike, and affords a AE 
4 FTIR of the Nature of i K 


But * 1 a 1 15 Ciiveintlunci attend- 


Ing the Life of the Juſt by Faith, which truly 
correſponds to the Words of Moſes, though f in 
a ſuperior and nobler Senſe, that they are jour- 


neying unto the Place, of which ibe Lord ſaid, I | 


will give it * 


— 


In general, we are all, the whole Species of 
Mankind, proceeding towards the vaſt and 
boundleſs: Ocean of Eternity: And it would be 
no abſurd Notion to conceive of all the Race 
of us; now living, as a vaſt Body of Tra- 
vellers, ſome of whom are got more forward 
on their Road, and ſome are coming up, all 


of us having the paſt Ages of the World be- 
hind us, and our Faces towards . thoſe that are 
to come, or rather towards an eternal future 
World. By the great Wiſdom of Providence, 4 
the Motions of the Sun and Moon, the Succeſ- _ - 
| | ens 
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d Lions of Day and Night, the Revolutions of | 


the Year, and its Seaſons, aſſiſt Mankind to 
meaſure their Journey of Life, compute its 


Stages, and, .in ſome Degree, to calculate its 


End. Theſe are inſtead of Eyes to us, as 
Moſes hop'd that Hobab would be to them; * or 


as that better and divine Aſſiſtance which he 
had, the Cloud by Day, and the Pillar of Fire 


by Night, Guides to inſtruct us how we are to 


ehcamp in the Wilderneſs, how we are to ſettle 


= Order of 2 and — 4s n 4. 


Thus we know and n chat we are now 
entering upon a new Year in the-Computation 
of Time, and human Life: Here we fix a 
Pillar like a Mile-ſtone, and record upon it 


that one Year is paſt, and another begins, 


one Year more from the Creation of the World, 
one Year more from the Birth of Feſus Chrift 
Here a grateful Mind will ere& his own private 
Memorial to the God of his Life, his + Ebe- 
nezer, Hitherto the Lord hath helped me, and 
his Memento Mori to himſelf Liſten to the 
awful Sound! the grand Clock of Time ſtrikes 
another Hour: The Sun itſelf comes back to 
give us Notice, that the World, and the Life 
* N Mortal, have exhauſted another Year | 


* 714. Not. Clerici in Loc. + 1 Sam, vii. 12, 


x 
a 
1 1 3 


ok the Diration appointed chem, that the get 


which all muſt go, and are going ? Is it Death 


6355 N 


Wheel, which governs the whole Machine E 
Nature; has compleated another Revolution, 
and that of Conſequence Death, Judginent, - 
and Eternity; the Coming of the Son of Man 
in the Clouds of Heaven, and the Reſurxec- 
tion of the 2 are all of them a Year nearer 
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We fix fotwards therefore now; as it were; on 
another Stage and Diviſion of our Way, and open 
upon à new Proſpect. In theſe Things all Men 
keep equal Pace, ttavel in a Body, tread in 
the ſame Path, meaſure the ſame Line, and 


| journey albng with Time and the Sun in the 


ſame Road; going towards our Long Home, 
But what, or where is that Long Home, to 


and the Grave? The Land of Darkneſs, and 
of the Shadow of Death ? Is it there we are all 3 
journeying ? Yes, moſt certainly. - The Living 1 
kiow that they muſt dis: All; in this Senſe, go * 
uno one Place, all art of the Duſt, and all turn 
to Duſt again. But if this were the full and 
entire Anſwer to this Important Queſtion, as 
the Righteous would have no Preheminence 
above che Wicked, ſo neither would a Man 42 
© Pfeemihenee wb5ve = Bealt, "fs this the 
SO: Place = 


Seed, an Inheritance in the Land of Canaan, 
of which they were not to become poſſeſgd 
till four hundred Years after, and as the Vrae- 
lues now were actually going up towards it, ſo 
there is a Place which God has promis d to 
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Place which God, by way of Favour, has pro- * 


miſed that he will give it to his faithful Wor- 
ſhippers and Servants among the Children of 
Men? Is this all the Hope of Man, to be as 


- the Beaſts that periſh ? Is this the Reward of 


Piety and Virtue? Is this all the Happineſs 


which the Religious, the Juſt, the Charitable, 
the Sober, ſhall receive, which Blaſphemers, 


Tyrants, Murtherers, ſhall enjoy as well as 
they ? Is this the Promiſed Land, that flows 
with Milk and Honey? Is this all the Canaan, 


all the Reſt which remaineth for the A of 


God? 
No, as God promiſed to 1 8 and bis 


good Men, of which they are not to become 


4 till after Death, and that Place is no 


other than Heaven itſelf, the New Jeruſalem, 


the City of the Living God. This is the Place 
of which the Lord hath ſaid, q will give it you; : 
ſaid fo to thoſe that fear and ſerve him, that - 


walk in Wiſdom's Ways, and live by Faith, 
* repent while Space 1 is granted for Repen- 
Fance, | 


1 
11 
9 


EC... . . 
tance, that believe in che everlaſting Goſpel, 
and conduct their Tempers and Lives agree- 

ably to it. This is the Place to which good 
Men are journey ing through the Wilderneſs of 
this World, thro* the Viciſſitudes and Changes | 


of Life, And how happy is it to be able to 
fix ſuch an End and Deſign and Hope to the 


Travels and Progreſs of Life as this? And how 
reaſonable from hence will appear, 


[Sit The Invitation to accompany ſuch 


| as act upon theſe Principles? Come thou with 
4s : I ſuppoſe it here to be ſuch, the Language 


and Perſuaſion of good Men to a Friend, to 2 
Fellow. Creature. It is natural to all Men to 


deſire Society. It was an Effect of Friendſhip 


and Good- will in Moſes, to deſire Hobab to bear 
him Company, and embark in the ſame De- 
fien. But I here adapt the Words to a dif- 
Kren Senſe and Subject, as the Invitation of 
every good Man to his Friend or Acquaintance, 
to join the general Society of thoſe who de- 
ſignedly proſecute a Courſe of Piety and Vir. 
tue in the 42 Lite, in order to be rey, 


appr. 


The wiſe Man repreſents Sinners as uſing FR ; 


the ſame Solicitations, tempting and inducing "4 


Ss ee others 
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: ethers to concur with them in their — of 


Life, and gives us a ſtrong Caution againſt 


complying : Prov. | 1, x. My Son, if Sinners en- 
tice thee, coment thoy not: If they /ay, Come 
thou with us; my Son, walk not thou in the Way | 


with them ; refrain thy Foot from their Path. 


Biaſed is the Man, faith the Pſalmiſt, thar 
walleth not in the C oncil, or according to the 
Advice or Perſuaſion of the Ungodly, Pl. 4, 
If their Advice were good in itſelf, the ſocial 


Principle upon which they act, would be com- 


mendable enough : But it is Ae to a dig: 
bolical Uſe, when it is applied to draw more 
than themſelves into the Paths of Vice and 
Ruin. Good Men have that ſocial Principle, | 


which is N by Nature, equally. 5 


81717 


e is, 88 it is rightly es. when i is 
applied to perſuade . and engage others to enter 
Intq the Paths of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and | 


to enlarge the Numbers of thoſe that walk in 


the Commandments of God, and after the Re. . 
ligion of the Son of God, with their Faces and 
their Intention towards eternal Bliſs. It 1 is the 


filent Vaice, if I may ſo call it, of virtue and 
and of all its Followers, to others who may be 


5 1 8 dune lun 8 8. It is the 
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0 13 ) 
himſelf, the great Teacher and Wa of 
Righteouſneſs, and the Captain of our Salva- 
tion: Come, fallow. me: It is the ſincere. and 
diſintereſted Defire of all good Men, not only 
that their particular Friends, but that all the 
World, every human Creature that has a Soul 
to be faved, would unite themſelves in the no- 


ble Deſign, and in the proper Methods of ob- 


= taining eternal Life. I don't ſpeak of that 


IM Party-Principle, by which the various Sefts of 
Men defire and endeavour to make Proſelytes 
80 themſelves, and to encreaſe their own 
Strength, Intereſt, and Numbers; I ſpeak of 
| far more catholick, generous, and exalted 
Principle than this, ſuch as animated St. Pauls 
Mind, when he faid, Brethren, my Heart's De- 
fire and Prayer io God for Iſrael is, that they 
may be ſaved, Rom. x. 1. I ſpeak not of Re- 
ligion, as confin'd to narrower Bounds, or di- 
ſtinguiſh'd by ſmaller Differences, or of the 
Invitation I mean by theſe Words; as the Lan- 
guage of a particular Sect, but as the benevo- 
lent Wiſh and Deſire of all good Men and good 
Chriſtians, in that general Character of theirs, | 
and in the Things that accompany Salvation. 
Were the Chriſtian Church united upon as ge- 
nerous and comprehenſive a Faundation as it 
paght. to ? br. and as its great Author built it, 


 _ eoncerning Lirael, 


there would be no Occaſion for Strife between 
one Chriſtian Communion and another : Come 
thou with us, or come with us. Come with which 
you like beſt, as long as you come into the gene- 

ral Body of thoſe who fear God, and work 
| Righteouſneſs, who live as becomes the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, in Piety, Righteouſneſs, Charity and 
Virtue, and, by a patient Continuance in well 
doing, ſeek for Glory, Honour, and Immor- 
tality. In this Senſe alone I deſire to be un- 
derſtood, when J perſuade you to conſider this 
pathetick Requeſt, as if it were the Invitation 
of thoſe who are journey ing to the. Place of 
eternal Felicity; not as proſelyting you to a 
Party, but engaging you to bea Companion 
of the Followers of Virtue, the Servants and 
'Worſhippers of God, the ſincere Diſciples and 
Imitators of his Son Zeſus Chriſt, of thoſe who, 
knowing that they have here no. — 
: City, ſeek one that is to come. 


And to enforce this reaſonable, affectionate, 
and friendly Deſire, let me, Thirdly and 
Laſtly, apply a Part of the Words of the 
Text, as a Ground of Encouragement from the 
Good-will of the Advice itſelf, and the Ad- 
vantages and Proſpects attending it: And we 
will do you Good, for the Lord hath þ ſpoken Goed 


Agrecable | 
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. to > the Method I "Pi taken in the; 

'Uſe of the Text, I muſt conſider theſe Words 
1 Jas the Promiſe of good Men, to thoſe whom ' 
J they would perſuade to be Converts to Reli- 
1 gion: And this will admit of three diſtinct 
Heads of Encouragement. 


1. That they undertake to be peculiarly «+ 
3 friendly and beneficent to them in their wn 
Conduct. It is the Principle of a good Man 
AF to do Ill to no one, and to do Good to all Men, 
1 as he has Opportunity, But, as the Apoſtle 
2M obſerves, there is a juſt Ground of Preference, 
and a particular Engagement, where Piety and 
Virtue, added to all other Motives, plead the 
Cauſe for the Object of our Eſteem and Affec- 
tion, Eſpecially to them that are of the Houſehold 
4 Faith : By this, ſays our Lord, ſhall all Men 
know that ye are my Diſciples, that ye love one 2} 
e Though our little Differences and 1 
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1 liſtakes create: A verſions between Men really 5 7 
_ hood in this: imperfect State; yet, ſetting aſide 
le Iypocriſy and Bigotry, the Character of every 


4. Nan of Virtue is amiable to every other virtu⸗ 

ve us Man; the Character of every ſincere Chri- 

d tian and good Man, is amiable to every other 
1 


Han Lot the ſame Stamp, though they pals un- 
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tis different Denominations, and j join different 


Communions. If you join the virtuous and 
religious Part of Mankind therefore, You may 
depend in general upon their peculiar Eſteem 
and Benevolence; you will be well thought of, 


careſsd, and have kind Offices done you, with 


all the Affection and Cordiality you can rea- 


ſonably deſire or expect, by the better Sort of 


Men. You have a Pledge of this from the 


real Diſpolition and Temper of every good 


Man's Mind, if he ſees your Virtue in its true 


Light, and believes you to be a good Perſon. 
There is a Harmony and Society in virtuous 


and religious Characters, by which they adhere 


to and delight in one another, beyond any 
other Similitude of Temper whatſoever. T 


Unity of the Spirit, according to St. Paul's 


divine Stile, in the Bond of Peace, one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God, and Fathe? 
of all, and one Hope of our Calling, wherein 


tue are called. And, methinks, this is no 


fmall, Motive to embrace Religion and Virtue, 


though it ſhould be reckon'd'the ſmalleſt; that 


thereby we ſhall deſerve the peculiar Eſteem 
and Beneficence of all good Men, and; as fat 


as we can propoſe, amidſt the Divifions and - 
Infirmities of this 2 * obiain it: 


2: The | 
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3 The Perſuaſions to Piety and Virtue are 


accompanied with this certain Effect, that they 
ſhall do us Good, if we comply with them : 
Whether we may reap any particular Advan- 
tage, or Pleaſure, from any other of the 
Friends of Virtue and Religion, by being one 
of them, we ſhall certainly reap the greater 
Advantages and Pleaſures of Religion and 
Virtue itſelf, Every Man that ſets before ano- 
ther Motives and Arguments to diſſuade him 


From a vicious Courſe of Life, and to convert 
him to Religion, may engage, that, though it 


may. be out of his Power to do him any other 
Service, yet that the Thing itſelf will do him 
the greateſt poſſible Good; for he that con- 


verteth a Sinner from the Error of his Way, 


doth ſave a Soul from Death. 


3. The grand Motive of all is, that the 


Lid bath ſpoken Good concerning Iſrael: The 
Meaning of which, to the Purpoſe for which 


I would uſe it, is this certain Truth, that there 
is a Reward for the Righteous; that God has 
given firm Expectations and Promiſes of the 


| greateſt Bleſſings and Favours, and of eternal 
Lie and — to good Meny 1 who, in the 


1 "Sanjay, 


oo 


618) 
Scripture Senſe, of what Notion ſoever they 
may be, are the true Yael of God. | 


My Time obliges me to paſs over theſe lat- 
ter Particulars more briefly : And I ſhall now 


conclude with a ſhort Summary and Enforce- | 


ment of the Whole. 


T have deſign'd it to touch your Minds, 1 


my own, though in a borrow'd Senſe of tlie 


Words, as an affecting Repreſentation of hu- 
man Life, and an Invitation to Religion and 
Virtue, to become Fellow-Journeyers with the 
Wile, the Religious, the 'Good of all Ages, 


thoſe who, cautious of the Blandiſhments and | 


corrupt Examples of a ſinful World, carry in 
their View and Conduct the exalted Aim of 
Heaven and — 


RY this is a - Day in the Courſe 
of Time, the Commencement of a N ew Year, 
it naturally leads us to reflect on the N ature, 
Progreſſion, Deſign and End of human Life. 
If ſuch a Thought as this could be long abſent 
from the Mind of a reaſonable Creature, yet 
theſe ſtated returning Periods muſt, one would 
think, revive it. God ordained the Revolu- 
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tions of the Sun and Moon for Signs and for 
Seaſons 3 and, as they anſwer many natural 
Purpoſes of Divine Providence in this Reſpect, 
ſo they ſhould anſwer ſome moral and facred 
Purpoſes alſo, to teach us ſo to number our 
Days, as to apply our Hearts to Wiſdom. - 


The Invitation to Religion and Virtue, to 
the Fear of God, and to the Communion of 
Saints, in the Name of all good Men, Come 
Abou with us, J have deſignid for all that have 
not yet fix d their Choice, or heartily united in 
cis great and glorious Path of Life, and par- 
ticularly the younger Part of my Audience. 


All Parties are ſolliciting for you, and ma- 
king their Court to you: God, your Creator, 
bids you remember him in the Days of your 
Youth, and beware of the Snares of Vice, 
amidſt which, as he placed you, he will de- 
fend you, and preſerve you unſpotted, if you 
reverence him. Wiſdom, ſober Wiſdom, in 
which there is no Artifice or Deceit, tells you, 
4 that her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and 
all her Pachs are Peace. Wiſe and good Men, 
from the Beginning of the World to this Time, 
unite in one Voice, Come .thou with us. But 

1 all 


. 

all theſe perſuaders have their Riyals, Vice 
and the World beſiege you. «Senſual Pleaſures. 
tempt you to go beyond the Bounds of In- 
nocence and Purity. I Examples endeavour 
to attract you, Modes and Faſhions betray 
you, Infidelity tries its Arts upon you. The 
great Adverſary of Mankind, by ſome' Me- 
thod or other, practiſes the ſame Subtilty and 
Deceit upon you, as he did upon our new cre- 
ated Parents. Hath God ſaid, Ze ſhall not eat 
of every Tree in the Garden? To which, though 
you may at firſt innocently reply, That your | 
Liberty is not reſtrain'd, but where it is noxious | 
and fatal: He, or his Inſtruments, will an- 
ſwer and affirm, Ye Hall not ſurely die. We 3 
all know, to our Coſt, that W he inſnared 3 
unexperienced Innocence, by this ſpecious Pre- 1 
tence, it was in the Exent as God ſaid it ſhould il 


be. 


And yet this is but a Specimen of the ſtale I 
Art which he, and his Inſtruments, practiſe 
upon Mankind to the preſent Day. a 


The Friends of Religion wiſh you to follow 0ůi 


them, as far as they themſelves keep the Com- WM 
mandments of God, as far as they follow Chriſt, 4 


for your own Good, that you may paſs your Days 3 
worthily f 


(2) 


worthily and comfortably here on Farth, and 
meet them in the Realms of Bliſs hereafter. 


Four Tempters to Vice and Irreligion can- 

not pretend ſo benevolent a Scheme: They 
deſire to have your Company and Intereſt in 
the Vanity, Debauchery, and Impiety of the 
preſent Life, in the Pleaſures of Sin, which 
are but for a Seaſon. But as they have not a 
rational and ſolid Scheme of Happineſs to offer 
you in it now, that will ſtand all the Viciſſi- 
tudes of Nature, ſo they have no Heaven 
hereafter in View for themſelves, or you. 


I cannot ſpeak in Language too ſtrong for 
the Subject: I deſign nothing by it, but to re- 
preſent real and important Truth, to fix your 
earlieſt Determination to enter into the Path of 
the Juſt, to turn a deaf Ear to the Temptati- 


ons and Notions of licentious and immoral 2 1 


Men, and to liſten to the Councels of the Ws 
and Good, whoſe Sentiments of Life, and Ad- 3 
vice to every Friend and Fellow-Creature, 3 


may be very juſtly expreſd in the Words ＋ 
the Text. 
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| SELECT SERMONS. 
. Upon Practical Subjects, viz. 


5 the true Happineſs of Man. 
The Security and Happinels of a religi- 
FF ous Courſe of Life, 
=S God's different Regards to the Righteous and 
dhe Wicked. 
Of Contentment. 
be Inſtability of Worldly Greatneſs, 
Men and their Actions weighed in an equal 
SK Ballance, 
he Snares of Proſperity, and the Benefit of 
x Afictions. 
The Evil, and the Cauſes of Ignorance, in 
Things of Religion. 
A Reproof of prevailing Vices. 
4 = Def reableneſs of knowing our own ſecret 
n aults. 


Divine Supports in all Diſtreſſes and Troubles, \ 4 


Of the future Judgment. 
By the late Reverend Mr. KIRBY RevyNnzR, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel in Briſtol. 


| II. A Letter to ayElergyman, relating to 
is Sermon on the th of January; being a 


ompleat Aer all the SERMONS char erer = 
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